_______________POLICE_____________________

GARDE-REPUBLICAINE

Apart from rare exceptions, the Gardes are flatly
opposed to collaboration: I would even go so far as to say
that they are de Gaullists. They distrust the police with
whom they have to co-operate daily.

For the most part the officers are pro-Vichy. Many of
them would be de Gaullists if it were not for fear of losing
their jobs and pensions. Always the same story!

GENDARMERIE

The gendarmerie is rather divided. Some detachments
are pro-Vichy and others are for de Gaulle. When detach-
ments are de Gaullist they are usually thoroughly so,
and at times maintain close touch with groups pledged
to resistance.

The officers share the outlook of those in the Garde-
RepuUicaine, and for the same reasons.

FIRE  SERVICE

As in the Garde-Republicaine, with few exceptions the
men are de Gaullist, actively so. The firemen charged
with the duty of replacing broken glass in the street
alarms, or of testing the alarms, do not remove de Gaullist
slogans which may be affixed. Indeed, if such papillons
are lacking they stick some on.

On the i4th July last, display of the national colours
was forbidden. Despite this, however, persons unknown
fixed flags on the roof of certain buildings. The police
were instructed to call out the firemen to remove these
offending symbols of patriotism. In many cases the
firemen refused to comply with police requests. Under
constraint, they performed the task after considerable
delay, and then, with the trophy high on the end of their
escape ladder, made a triumphal tour of the district
through cheering crowds.

In the Fire Service, as in the Garde-RepuUicaine, after
having been de Gaullist the officers are now pro-Vichy,
in order to keep their jobs.
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